
Chapter one

Anatomic 
nomenclature





 The body is diagrammed into three fundamental
planes of reference in order to visualize and study
the structural arrangements of various organs.

❑ Coronal plane / frontal plane, is a vertical plane that
divides the body into anterior (front) and posterior(back)
parts.

❑ Transverse plane / cross-sectional plane / horizontal plane
cuts the body or organ perpendicularly into
superior(upper) and inferior(lower) parts.

❑A midsagittal plane / median plane, extends through the
body or organ vertically and divides the structure into right
and left halves.
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